
 
 

 
3/4 NEWSLETTER 

TERM 3 2021 
 
Welcome back to Term 3! It has been an interesting start to the term with students returning to 
remote learning for a short amount of time. Students should be commended for their hard work, 
positivity and resilience during remote learning. It is pleasing to note that students returned to 
school with huge smiles and enthusiastically reconnected with friends and teachers and are ready 
for the term ahead. 

 
 
 
LITERACY 
In Reading this term, we will continue to focus on the strategies explored through the Literacy 
CAFÉ program e.g. ‘Read to Self’, ‘Read to Someone’. Within these sessions, students will be 
working at different levels to improve their knowledge of comprehension strategies. They will 
read different text types and explore the structure and features of each text type. Students will draw 
connections between personal experiences and worlds of texts, and share responses with their 
peers. They will evaluate texts by drawing on a growing knowledge of context, text structures and 
language features. 
In Writing sessions, students will be engaged in a variety of activities planned to improve their 
skills. They will be exploring the structure and language features of different text types such as 
Explanation, Information Report and Recount. Students will work through stages of the Writing 
Process from planning stage to the published piece. They will continue to explore the ‘Seven Steps 
To Writing’ program which is used to develop their personal writing style. 
We will continue to use ICT to publish; as well as encouraging students to develop their 
handwriting and spelling skills. 
 

NUMERACY 
In Numeracy, students will continue to develop their 
knowledge in the three areas of Number and Algebra; 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 
Within these key focus areas, students will extend their 
knowledge of place value and continue to develop their 
understanding of fractions and decimals. 
Students will develop their knowledge of Measurement and 
Geometry concepts with a focus on Location and Transformations. Students will explore mapping 
skills, directional language, symmetry and transformations. 
Students will investigate a variety of methods for data collection, representation and interpretation. 
They will also conduct chance experiments looking at concepts such as predicting and comparing 



outcomes. Students are also encouraged to continue developing their knowledge of number facts 
as often as possible. Regular practise will assist in their ability to automatically recall these facts. 
 

INTEGRATED STUDIES 

In Integrated Studies this term, students will be participating in a 
Geography based unit, ‘My Place’. They will learn about the states 
and territories of Australia and learn about the location of Australia’s 
neighbouring countries. Students will explore the geographical 
features of Australia as well as other countries participating in the 
Olympic Games. As part of this unit, students will be exploring 
elements of the Olympics to support their learning.  
 

HEALTHY LIVING KITCHEN GARDEN 

PROGRAM 
As part of this program, students will be involved in various cooking and 
gardening activities. Students will plant a variety of vegetables and 
herbs that will need to be fed and watered. Planting of these crops will determine 
what is cooked later in the year. We are currently starting to harvest produce which 
is then used in the kitchen. The cooking aspect will teach students simple skills 
such as cutting, peeling and grating.   
 

HOMEWORK  
Students in 3/4 are expected to complete homework each night. Tasks could involve reading, 
writing or numeracy concepts covered in class. 
Students are expected to: 

• Read their take home reader (at their reading ability level) for a minimum of 20 minutes 

• Complete an activity using their spelling words 

• Practise their number facts skills (addition/ subtraction/multiplication) every evening.  
Homework books need to be completed and returned to school every Friday, ready for correction. 
Homework Club and Japanese Club will begin in week 4 of the term on the 4th of August. 
 

DIARIES 

It is the student’s responsibility to take their diary home each day and have 
it signed by their Parent/Carer.  This is so that students learn to use the 
diary as an organisational tool and so that they (and their families) are 
aware of the many things happening in our busy school. The student diary 
is also an effective communication tool between school and home.  Please 
feel free to use it to communicate to your child’s teacher.  The diary needs 
to be signed daily.   
Students also have a homework book that goes home with the diary.  Both 
the diary and homework book are required to be kept in good condition 
and replaced if lost or damaged. 
 
 

SMARTS GOALS 
Teachers and students will continue to work together to reflect on student learning to create 
SMARTS goals. Your child will have at least 3 goals; one for reading, writing and number. These 



goals will continue to be sent home and will be revised on a regular basis. New goals will be set 
throughout the term. The SMARTS Goals will come home on a blue sheet of paper so you will be 
able to easily identify this note. Please ensure you chat to your child about their goals and practise 
these at home. If you have any questions please see your child’s teacher. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
It is fantastic to see many of the 3/4 children wearing their school uniform with 
pride.  The weather this term could be cold and wet so please ensure your child 
has suitable clothing for their day.  All students are expected to be in full school 
uniform every day. The correct uniform includes the school polo shirt, navy 
shorts/skirt or school dress.  Jumpers and pants are expected to be navy blue.  
Hair ties and clips are asked to be blue or white.  Footwear must be appropriate 
for school. Please remember to clearly name all items your child brings to school.  
Just a reminder that jewellery - Stud earrings, sleepers and watches are permitted.  
For safety, other jewellery must not be worn i.e: bracelets or necklaces, unless 
worn for religious or cultural purposes. 
To help prevent the spread of head lice we ask students to tie up their shoulder 
length or longer hair (a plait will often help with longer hair also).  If your child 
is out of uniform please send along a note.  
A copy of the Uniform Policy is available from the front office. 
 

ABSENCES AND LATENESS 
EVERY DAY COUNTS!  - IT’S COOL TO COME TO SCHOOL! 
It is vital for students to attend school on time every day. Student lateness and absence is monitored 
by the Office and reported to the Department of Education. We will continue to send out an SMS to 
inform parents and caregivers about student absence. If your child is late to school, please ensure 
they go straight to the office, as some will go directly to their Specialist class and you may receive 
an SMS. Please talk to your child about the importance of reporting to the office if they are late!! 

Department of Education policy states that if a child is absent from school parents/carers must 
explain the absence.  A note/email or a phone call explaining the absence is acceptable.  Please 
do not write the note in your child’s diary as this note needs to be on a separate sheet of paper 
so it is kept at the school as a record of absence 
 

PARENTS/CARERS 
If you would like to chat to your child’s teacher (sharing personal information, concerns or need 
further clarification) please contact the school and the teacher will endeavour to return your call at 
the earliest possible time. 
It would be fantastic if each child could bring a box of tissues each term as the change in weather 
creates runny noses. Please remind your child to bring water bottles to school for use throughout 
the day.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIALIST REPORT  
 

Specialist classes 
This term our Specialist classes are- 
LOTE - Ms Miyuki        MUSIC - Mrs Wood        PE - Mr Digby         VISUAL ART - Ms Nott         
 

LOTE – Japanese Miyuki Wirth  
Numbers in Kanji （すうじSu u ji） 

Grade 3 and 4 students will explore numbers. Using the Chinese characters (Kanji), students will 
learn how to read and write numbers. Initially they will learn the numbers from 1 to 30 through a 
variety of language activities, leading to them creating their own board game using these numbers. 
 

Music – Lisa Wood 
The grade 3/4 children will be learning to appreciate different types of music.  They will explore 
how different instruments and the elements of music (tempo, pitch, dynamics, etc) affect a piece 
of music and determine the impact the music has on their emotions.  Using the Garage Band App 
they will create a piece of music with an audience and intent in mind. 
 

Physical Education – Tom Digby 
This term students will learn about Net and Wall sports. Net and Wall sports are activities in which 
players send a ball towards a court or target area that an opponent is defending. Students will learn 
about the difference between attacking and defending and why both strategies are important to 
these activities. Net and Wall sports will also help develop and improve hand eye coordination, 
striking, maintaining a rally and court positioning whilst learning the importance of sportsmanship 
and working in a team. Some Net and Wall sports that they will be participating in include 
Volleyball and Tennis.  
 

Visual Arts – Caroline Nott  
This term students will continue their exploration of paint. They will learn about tints and shades 
(adding white or black respectively). Students will create several artworks allowing them to 
practise mixing colours, painting styles and drawing skills. They will then be looking 
at Geometric Shapes and Printmaking. Students will create an image of a robot using only 
geometric shapes. This design will be turned into a collagraph plate for printing. Collagraphy is a 
form of printing made from a cardboard collage that is then inked up and printed. 
Every child will need an art smock, either a purchased one or an old shirt or T-shirt that covers the 
child’s uniform down to the hips/thighs and arms down to the elbow. 
 

Thanking you 
Year 3/4 Teachers 


