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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Welcome to Term 4!

Thank you for your hard work and cooperation so far this year. We are in for a busy final term, completing our learning
for Prep in Phonics, English, Numeracy and Integrated Studies. Along with the main subjects, learning will also continue
to occur in Japanese, Visual Arts, Physical Education, STEM and Music.

Communication folders have been handed back to students and are in use again. Please remember these need to
come to school each day for students to change their reading folder and carry any important notes to and from school.
Continue to check your child’s reading folder each night when you read with them.

Term 4 is No Hat, No Play in accordance with our school's Sunsmart Policy. Students are encouraged to keep their hats
at school to ensure they are always available for them so they are able to play outside at break time. If your child needs
a new hat, they can be purchased at the office for $10. Please ensure you CLEARLY name the hat after purchase.

Please remember to check and use Compass on a regular basis to keep up to date with events happening throughout
the Term. Don'’t forget the ‘Connect’ feature on Compass to relay a quick message to your child’s teacher if need be.

Literacy

In Reading this term, students will continue working through the Phonics Plus program, revising the letter sounds
they've already learned and exploring new ones, including digraphs such as sh, ch, th, and wh. They will use spelling
patterns and guidelines to help them read and write unfamiliar words with growing confidence. Students will practise
blending and segmenting sounds, reading simple and more challenging decodable texts, and writing sentences using
the words they know

Take Home Readers will continue to be changed daily, and it is very important that you spend 10 minutes each night
reading with your child. Please also remember to complete your child’s Reading Log daily (this is the yellow diary) so
that we have a record of the reading completed at home.

During our English sessions students are looking at boundary punctuation including full stops, question marks and
exclamation marks. We are also looking at writing persuasive sentences and trying and persuade the audience.

Numeracy

During this term, Prep students will continue to build on their understanding of number, developing their counting,
ordering, representing and comparing skills. Alongside number, students will explore a range of mathematical concepts
including mass, length, shape and location, developing their ability to describe, compare and investigate the world
around them using mathematical language and thinking.

Integrated Studies

This term, we will be focusing on Biological Science. Students will learn to identify and compare the observable
features of plants and animals. They will gain an understanding of the function plants and animals have in everyday
life and build upon prior knowledge to understand the basic needs of plants and animals in different environments.
This science unit will also focus on how people use scientific knowledge to care for plants, animals and their
environments. Students will recognise that specific plant and animal features perform different functions to enable
their survival such as food gathering, reproduction, and protection.

Students will also continue to participate in the ‘Inform and Empower’ program. The focus for Term 4 will be for
students to develop their critical thinking and digital literacy skills. They will also explore what it means to be kind
when they are online.




Smarts Goals

Student Smarts Goals will now be updated on Compass for you to access. These goals are referred to and practised
daily. New Smarts goals are issued on a regular basis. Please talk to your child about their Smarts Goals and practise
these at home too.

LOTE: Japanese — Ms Miyuki Wirth

This term, Prep students will continue to explore Japanese language and culture through songs, stories, movement and
hands-on activities. Through a fun action song, students will learn Japanese animal names and practise their pronunciation
and listening skills. Students will learn about the Japanese Shichi-Go-San Festival, a traditional celebration for children.
They will also explore traditional Japanese stories. Throughout the term, the focus will be on building confidence and
enjoyment using Japanese through singing, storytelling, cultural exploration and creative activities.

Physical Education - Mr Tom Digby

In Term 4, Prep students will learn how to strike a ball using different equipment. They will practise simple skills through
activities based on cricket, tennis and hockey. Students will focus on hitting the ball with control, improving hand-eye
coordination and having fun while playing safely with others.

Performing Arts — Music, Mrs Lisa Wood

During Term Four, the students in Grade Prep will further develop their understanding of beat and rhythm. Students will
be able to write music for a short song and will use percussion instruments to play their composition.

All students will learn a Christmas song/dance that will be performed at the end of year assembly.

STEM - Mrs Leanne Sammut

This term in STEM, Prep students will become little designers and engineers as they take on the challenge of building
a comfortable chair for Mr Monkey! Students will explore what makes a chair strong, stable and comfortable while
considering Mr Monkey's special needs, including a place for his tail. They will draw their designs, select suitable
recycled materials and begin constructing their creations. Along the way, students will test their chairs, solve problems
and make improvements to their designs. This exciting hands-on project will encourage creativity, teamwork and early
engineering skills.

Library

Students will continue to visit the Library each week. Prep students are encouraged to pick their own book from the
school library for personal borrowing. This book will not be at the students’ level and is just a book for students to enjoy
by themselves or with someone else. Library books are due back to the student’s classroom the day before their class
has their library session (please see the timetable below to find out the day your child’s class visits the library). Please
note that students will not be allowed to borrow books if they have not returned books from the previous week.




Specialist Timetable

Prep A Prep B
Mrs. Lewis Mr. Whelan/Ms.
McCredden
Monday STEM Library
Tuesday Japanese STEM
Music
Wednesday Music Japanese
P.E
Thursday Art PE
Art
Friday Library

School Uniform

All students are expected to be in full school uniform every day. The correct uniform includes the school polo shirt,
navy shorts/skirt or school dress. Jumpers and pants are expected to be navy blue. Hair ties and clips are asked to
be blue or white. Footwear must be appropriate for school and should be black. Sneakers and runners should
predominantly be black or white.

Stud earrings or small sleepers and watches are permitted. For safety reasons, other jewellery such as bracelets and
necklaces, must not be worn unless for religious or cultural purposes.

To help prevent the spread of head lice students must tie up shoulder length or longer hair (a plait will often help with
longer hair). Please label all articles of clothing and hats as this will assist in children reclaiming them if lost.

A copy of the Uniform Policy is available on the Woodville Website if you require further information.

Attendance reminders
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at
school every day — missing school puts them behind. In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people
aged 6 -17 years. Coming to school every day helps your child make and maintain friendships and build connections
with others. It is a requirement that schools must record and monitor attendance and absences.
There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they're ill. It's vital that they’re only away on
the days they are genuinely sick. Developing good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big
difference. The school requires medical certificates for students who are experiencing high levels of absenteeism.
Please ensure that all student absences are reported to the school. This can be done by:

e Logging via Compass and add an attendance note (found under “approvals” on the app)

e Calling the school on 9749 2770

e Emailing the school - woodville.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Please take some time to go through the attached ‘Every Day Counts Attendance Fact Sheet’. Thank you for your
assistance with this.

Kind Regards,
Prep Team
Mrs. Holly Lewis, Mr. Vinny Whelan & Ms. Gail McCredden
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Every Day Counts
Attendance fact sheet for primary school students
School is better when you're here.

Do | have to go to school?

Yes, in Victoria everyone aged from 6 — 17 has to go to school.

Missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing four whole weeks of school a year.

From Foundation to Year 12 that adds up to 1.5 years of school!

School is better when you attend. Your friends and your teachers notice that you are away and wonder if you are OK.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT | GO TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY?

Right now, being at school is the most important thing you need to do for your future. School helps you build good
habits for later on in life. You might think school is just about Maths and English but you're also learning about how to
work with other people and how to solve problems.

Being at school every day also means you are becoming more independent as a learner and interacting with your
friends and teachers. If you are at school you can get help from your teachers and friends and won'’t have to try to
learn things in your own time.

Being an adult probably seems far away but we know that young people who attend school more frequently have better
outcomes after school too. This means they earn more money, have better job opportunities and are generally healthier.
So being at school really does make a difference!
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Do my parents need to let the school know if I'm going to be away?
Yes. Your parents need to notify the school of your absence as soon as they can within three days of your absence.
If they know you are going to be away, they should try to tell the school before the day or days you are away.

If you're away from school too much and don't have a reasonable excuse like a serious illness, your parents might get
a letter from the principal asking about why you're away.

Are there any good reasons to be away from school?

No. Unless you are very unwell or there is an event like a funeral, you should be at school. Every day you are away is
a day of classes and social connection you miss out on. Taking a day off for your birthday or going shopping isn’t a
good reason to miss school.

Even medical and health appointments should be made either before or after school or during the school holidays. This
includes family holidays. Your parents are encouraged not to plan holidays during the term but to organise these during
the school holidays.

If you do have to be away for some reason, your parents need to contact the school and let them know what’s going
on. Depending on the situation, the school might provide schoolwork for you to complete.

if I'm not at school, What do | miss out on?

You miss out on all the big stuff — class discussions and all the interaction that happens in a classroom, the chance to
get help from teachers and the opportunity to practice skills and gain knowledge.

Being away means you might miss out on a lot of learning or that you need to catch up in your time.

If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also means you also miss out on playing
with your friends. Being away from school a lot can be lonely. It has a big impact on relationships and social
connections.

Believe it or not, everyone wants you at school and it really is better when you attend.

What if I'm having problems getting to school?
Getting to school on time everyday can be about having a good routine.
If you find yourself running late or missing school because you're disorganised, try:
« Asking your parents for help getting ready
e Having a set time to go to bed
o Leaving all technology out of your bedroom
« Packing your school bag the night before with everything you need
o Having a set time for breakfast
« Planning to meet up with a friend so you can travel to school together.

Sometimes, though it can just be hard to go to school. Whatever the situation is, staying away from school isn’t the
answer. Many people want to help you. Try talking to:

« Your parents or another adult family member

e Atrusted teacher

o Wellbeing Coordinator.




