
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome back to Term 2! All students have settled in well to the familiar routine of school and have 
reconnected with their classmates and friends. Teachers are ready for what is shaping up to be an exciting 
term of learning. 
 
To maximise student learning and engagement, it is extremely important that children attend school on time 
each day. The first bell rings at 8:40 each morning, at which time students enter the classroom and prepare 
themselves for the day ahead. The school day finishes at 3:00pm. Please ensure you pick your child up on 
time.   
 
Communication Bags, Take-Home Readers and Reading Journals 
Students must bring their communication bag to and from school each day. Communication bags are used 
to send notes to and from home and to carry their take-home readers and reading journals.  
 
As part of our homework policy, children are expected to read for ten minutes each night. It is also important 
that parents complete the reading journal each night, filling in the date and the name of the text, or the 
material that children read or practised, such as letters and sounds of the alphabet or Essential Words.  
 
Children will not be able to take readers home if they do not have their communication bag. Should you 
need to replace your child’s communication bag, they can be purchased from the school office for $10.00. 
 
School Supplies  
If you have not already done so, could you please send to school any remaining school supplies you have at 
home. It would also be appreciated if you could send a box of tissues if you have not already done so.  
 
Uniform Reminders  
It is wonderful to see students wear the Woodville school uniform with pride. All students must be in full 
school uniform every day. While hats are not required during Terms 2 and 3, children are welcome to 
continue wearing them. Should you need to replace a school hat, they can be purchased for $10.00 at the 
school office. To help prevent the spread of head lice, children with shoulder length hair or longer, are 
required to tie it up. If you require a copy of our School Dress Code, please contact your child’s classroom 
teacher or refer to the school website.  
 
English as an Addition Language (EAL) 
Ms Liz Lange is the EAL (English as an Additional Language) teacher at Woodville. She supports students 
who speak languages other than English at home, helping them develop their English skills for academic 
success and social integration. The program for Grades 1-6 students consists of small group lessons focusing 
on vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and academic English. The targeted skills are speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. There is also a focus on phonics and literacy support, especially for younger and 
beginner-level learners. 
 
Support is also provided for any parents from students of all year levels with enrolments, welfare and 
translations or explanations of school communications (letters, reports, newsletters, etc.). 
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Swimming Program 
In week six, Grade 1/2 students will participate in a swimming program for five days. Notes will be sent 
home shortly. Once received, it would be greatly appreciated if you could return the notes as soon as 
possible. Students will need to wear their bathers under their school uniform each day. They will need to 
bring a pair of underwear and a dry towel each day in a plastic bag or small backpack. Please note that 
children will need to be able to dress themselves after their lesson. Please prepare your child to be able to 
dry off and dress themselves independently.  
 
Attendance Reminders  
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new 
things at school every day – missing school puts them behind. In Victoria, school is compulsory for children 
and young people aged 6-17 years. Coming to school every day helps your child make and maintain 
friendships and build connections with others.     
    
It is a requirement that schools record and monitor attendance and absences.   
   
There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re 
only away on the days they are genuinely sick. Developing good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising 
regularly can make a big difference. The school requires medical certificates for students who are 
experiencing high levels of absenteeism.     
    
Please ensure that all student absences are reported to the school. This can be done by:   

• Logging on to Compass and adding an attendance note (found under “approvals” on the app)   
• Calling the school on 9749 2770   
• Emailing the school - woodville.ps@education.vic.gov.au   

   
Please take some time to go through the attached ‘Every Day Counts Attendance Fact Sheet’.  We thank 
you for your assistance with this.   
  
Wishing everyone all the best for a wonderful term of learning. 
The 1/2 Team, 
Holly, Mel, Kimberley, Jonathan, Trish and Tee.  
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Reading  
This term, students will explore poetry with an emphasis on rhyming words, alliteration and onomatopoeia. 
They will learn to recite rhymes with actions and identify words with the same sound patterns as well as 
different words patterns throughout a poem. Students will also focus on non-fiction texts and examine the 
various features found in them. They will learn about and apply different comprehension strategies including 
making text-to-self connections, using clues from a text to make inferences and asking questions to better 
understand what they have read. Your child will receive SMARTS goals throughout the term that will help 
them to achieve greater reading outcomes. Please ensure you check these goals on Compass and discuss 
with your child during nightly reading. We will continue to use Reading Eggs in class for small group work. 
You can also access your child’s account from home as part of their nightly reading routine. If you need 
another copy of your child’s login details, please contact the classroom teacher as soon as possible.  
  
Writing 
This term, students will focus on writing information texts with an emphasis on including the relevant text 
features of an information report such as headings and labelled diagrams. We will continue to follow the 
‘Seven Steps’ program to help improve their writing craft. Students will work towards learning and using the 
skills and techniques employed by authors to write interesting and fact-filled information reports. Students 
will receive SMARTS goals throughout the term which will be reflective of what students need to achieve to 
successfully write an information report.  
 
Numeracy  
Throughout Term 2, students will explore various strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems, 
including doubles, near doubles and part-part-whole reasoning. They will also learn about fractions, focussing 
on halves, quarters and eighths. During the unit on Measurement, students will measure the length of various 
shapes and objects using informal units and compare and order the various objects according to their length. 
Students will also explore time, focusing on reading time and the duration between events. Students will 
receive SMARTS goals throughout the term; these goals are indicative of what children need to achieve to 
be successful maths learners throughout Term 2.  
 
Integrated Studies 
In Respectful Relationships this term, students will be learning about RESILIENCE. They will explore and be 
encouraged to implement various strategies to further develop their resilience and build on their positive 
coping skills.  
 
Our science focus this term is CHEMICAL SCIENCE, with an emphasis on mixtures; what they are, their 
observable properties and how they can change and be manipulated. Students will participate in a variety of 
science experiments, making predictions about what will happen to different materials when they are mixed 
together and observing and recording the results of the experiment.   
 
Throughout the year, the Grade 1/2 students will continue to participate in the ‘INFORM AND EMPOWER’ 
program. Inform and Empower partners with the school to create a safer and positive online experience for 
every child. It’s an innovative and interactive online program that has a LIVE stream each term. Topics that 
students will focus on throughout the year include The Internet and You, Healthy Digital Habits, Digital 
Footprints, and Digital Detectives. 
 
The focus for Term 2 is Healthy Digital Habits. Students will focus on the importance of balancing screen 
time with green time, the value of healthy sleep habits and why it can be hard to put their devices down.  
 
Students will join Ollie, Ruby, Marty and Damo as they journey online. 
  



Music – Lisa Wood 
The whole school focus of our music sessions in Term Two is Performance.  All students will be learning 
choreography and staging etiquette. They will also be involved in designing stage props and costumes. 
The children will be working collaboratively on staging a whole school performance.  The performance will 
be showcased on Tuesday 2nd September, 2025 (more information will be distributed during the term). 
This performance aims to showcase the student’s talents in drama, music, dance and voice. Performing 
helps to build self-confidence and self-expression. It helps develop memory skills, problem solving skills, 
team building, social interaction and co-operation. 
 
Physical Education – Tom Digby 
This term in Physical Education, students in grade 1/2 will be developing their bouncing skills with a focus 
on how it’s used in basketball. They will learn to control the ball using both hands, practise dribbling 
techniques, and understand how bouncing supports movement and gameplay. We’re also looking forward to 
our Swimming Program in Week 6, where students will work on water safety, stroke development, and 
building confidence in the pool. Stay tuned for more details! 
 
Visual Art – Nicole Wassell 
Now that students have settled into the routines and expectations of the art room, including the safe and 
appropriate use of equipment and materials, we are prepared to build upon these foundations. This term, 
the emphasis will be on fostering greater independence and autonomy, with students being encouraged to 
make informed learning choices and to assume individual responsibility for their tasks.  

 

The primary focus will be on further developing established art-making skills, including cutting and pasting, 
observational drawing, painting, and construction techniques. Students will refine their understanding of 
visual and physical texture, as well as the use of line as a means of expressing ideas and emotions. 

 

Throughout the term, students will continue to strengthen their creative and critical thinking abilities 
through a range of activities designed to promote discussion, active listening, and problem-solving through 
artistic practice. They will also further expand their art vocabulary and visual literacy by engaging in the 

observation and discussion of artworks and children’s book illustrations. 

 
Japanese – Miyuki Wirth 
This term, Grade One and Two students will be exploring colours in Japanese. They will continue learning 
targeted Hiragana characters using flashcards, along with gestures and actions to support their memory. 
Students will practise writing colour and fruit names in Hiragana and take part in a variety of language 
activities, such as making cards and learning the ‘Fruit’ song. They will also create a fruit shop and practise 
short conversations between a shop assistant and a customer. In addition, students will learn about Tanabata 
Matsuri, the Star Festival. 
 
STEM – Leanne Sammut 
Grade 1: In Term 2, Grade 1 students will continue their exploration of Chemical Science. Building on their 
experiences as Science Detectives in Prep, students will keep using their five senses to make detailed 
observations. This term, there will be a stronger focus on understanding why things happen during 
experiments. Students will be supported to use precise vocabulary to describe and explain the changes they 
observe. 

Grade 2: Grade 2 students will further their study of Chemical Science this term through hands-on 
experiments and digital documentation. After each investigation, students will record their thinking in a 
digital learning journal using Google Slides. They will continue strengthening their observation and 
explanation skills, with a particular focus on using the three states of matter—solids, liquids, and gases—to 
make sense of what they see. 

 



EVERYDAY COUNTS  
Attendance fact sheet for primary school students    
School is better when you’re here.   
   
DO I HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL?   
Yes, in Victoria everyone aged from 6 – 17 has to go to school.    
Missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing four whole weeks of school a year.   
From Foundation to Year 12 that adds up to 1.5 years of school!    
School is better when you attend. Your friends and your teachers notice that you are away and wonder if 
you are OK.    
  
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT I GO TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY?    
Right now, being at school is the most important thing you need to do for your future. School helps you 
build good habits for later on in life. You might think school is just about Maths and English but you’re also 
learning about how to work with other people and how to solve problems.    
 
Being at school every day also means you are becoming more independent as a learner and interacting with 
your friends and teachers. If you are at school, you can get help from your teachers and friends and won’t 
have to try to learn things in your own time.    
 
Being an adult probably seems far away but we know that young people who attend school more frequently 
have better outcomes after school too. This means they earn more money, have better job opportunities 
and are generally healthier. So being at school really does make a difference!    
  

   
  
  



DO MY PARENTS NEED TO LET THE SCHOOL KNOW IF I’M GOING TO BE AWAY?   
Yes. Your parents need to notify the school of your absence as soon as they can within three days of your 
absence.  If they know you are going to be away, they should try to tell the school before the day or days 
you are away.   
  
If you’re away from school too much and don’t have a reasonable excuse like a serious illness, your parents 
might get a letter from the principal asking about why you’re away.    
  
ARE THERE ANY GOOD REASONS TO BE AWAY FROM SCHOOL?   
No. Unless you are very unwell or there is an event like a funeral, you should be at school. Every day you 
are away is a day of classes and social connection you miss out on.  Taking a day off for your birthday or go 
shopping isn’t a good reason to miss school.    
 
Even medical and health appointments should be made either before or after school or during the school 
holidays. This includes family holidays. Your parents are encouraged not to plan holidays during the term but 
to organise these during the school holidays.    
 
If you do have to be away for some reason, your parents need to contact the school and let them know 
what’s going on. Depending on the situation, the school might provide schoolwork for you to complete.    
  
IF I’M NOT AT SCHOOL, WHAT DO I MISS OUT ON?   
You miss out on all the big stuff – class discussions and all the interaction that happens in a classroom, the 
chance to get help from teachers and the opportunity to practice skills and gain knowledge.    
 
Being away means you might miss out on a lot of learning or that you need to catch up in your time.    
If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also means you also miss 
out on playing with your friends. Being away from school a lot can be lonely. It has a big impact on 
relationships and social connections.    
 
Believe it or not, everyone wants you at school and it really is better when you attend.    
  
WHAT IF I’M HAVING PROBLEMS GETTING TO SCHOOL?   
Getting to school on time everyday can be about having a good routine.    
If you find yourself running late or missing school because you’re disorganised, try:   

• Asking your parents for help getting ready   
• Having a set time to go to bed   
• Leaving all technology out of your bedroom   
• Packing your school bag the night before with everything you need   
• Having a set time for breakfast   
• Planning to meet up with a friend so you can travel to school together.   

  
Sometimes, though it can just be hard to go to school. Whatever the situation is, staying away from school 
isn’t the answer. Many people want to help you. Try talking to:   

• Your parents or another adult family member   
• A trusted teacher   
• Wellbeing Coordinator.   

  
  
 


