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Volcano on Pacific Ring of Fire erupts

Donna Coutts and AP, August 11, 2020 7:00PM Kids News

Reading level: Green

Indonesia’s rumbling Mount Sinabung erupted on Monday, sending a column of volcanic materials as high as 5km
into the sky and depositing ash on villages.

It’s the latest eruption along the Pacific Ring of Fire, a 40,000km-long arc* of volcanoes and fault lines encircling*
the Pacific Ocean. The Ring of Fire is where 75 per cent of the world’s volcanoes are, where 90 per cent of
earthquakes happen and includes the Mariana Trench, the deepest point on Earth.

Falling grit and ash settled up to 5cm deep in already abandoned villages on Mount Sinabung’s slopes, said Armen
Putra, an official at the Sinabung monitoring post on Sumatra Island.

At Berastagi, a city in North Sumatra province, about 20km from the crater, drivers switched on car headlights in
daylight to see through the ash.

There were no deaths or injuries from the eruption, Indonesia’s Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation*
Center said.

The Center advised people to stay 5km from the crater’s mouth, and should be aware of the danger of lava. Air
travel was not being impacted so far by the ash, the Transport Ministry said.

Around 30,000 people have been forced to leave homes around Sinabung in the past few years.

The volcano, one of two currently erupting in Indonesia, was dormant* for 400 years before exploding in 2010.
There were eruptions in 2014, 2016 and 2018.

Mount Sinabung is among more than 120 active volcanoes in Indonesia.

RING OF FIRE 
The Pacific Ring of Fire is also known as the Circum-Pacific Belt.

It traces a line of the meeting points of many of Earth’s tectonic plates*, including Australian, Antarctic, Eurasian,
North American, Juan de Fuca, Cocos, Caribbean, Nazca, Indian, Philippine, and smaller plates. These all encircle
the big Pacific Plate.

These tectonic plates are constantly moving: bumping into or sliding above or below each other, creating fault lines
in the Earth. This causes volcanoes, earthquakes and deep ocean trenches.

GEOGRAPHY

https://www.kidsnews.com.au/
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/


One of these ocean trenches is the Mariana Trench, 11,034m deep and the deepest point on Earth. If you put Mount
Everest at the bottom of the trench, the summit would be 2133m below sea level.

About 90 per cent of the world’s earthquakes occur along the Ring of Fire, including the Valdivia Earthquake in
1960 in Chile. At 9.5 out of 10 on the Richter scale*, this is the strongest earthquake ever recorded.

Mount Tambora, Indonesia, erupted in 1815, also along the Ring of Fire and is the largest volcanic eruption in
recorded history.

Australia is not located on the Ring of Fire. It skirts around to the north (including Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea) and east (including New Zealand) of Australia.

GLOSSARY

arc: part of a curve shape

encircling: forming a circle around

mitigation: act of reducing how bad something is

dormant: asleep, inactive

tectonic plates: big pieces that make up Earth’s crust

Richter scale: number scale for expressing how severe an earthquake is

EXTRA READING

What is at the centre of Earth?( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/explainers/kids-news-explainer-what-is-at-the-
centre-of-the-earth/news-story/1c464e0705c60b227c7feee1184e39a3 )

Tourists rescued as island volcano erupts( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/geography/tourists-rescued-as-nzs-most-
active-volcano-erupts-suddenly-on-white-island/news-story/97b818ca9e6b3a2aaf4b3798192c4531 )

Volcanic eruptions spew ash into stratosphere( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/science/volcanic-eruptions-spew-
clouds-of-ash-smoke-rocks-and-glass-up-into-the-stratosphere/news-story/307685f9593dc742cf9e01e2665ce854 )

Why do volcanoes take so long to erupt?( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/explainers/balis-mount-agung-volcano-
finally-erupts-after-months-of-rumbling-and-evacuations/news-story/a6000429fad09bb4dccdf3d13ebfc8da )

Earthquakes signal Iceland’s volcanoes waking up( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/science/icelands-volcanic-field-
waking-up-from-800-years-of-rest/news-story/5d2c144ce19655a205d5b25505afb9a8 )

QUICK QUIZ

1. Which Indonesian island is Mount Sinabung on?

2. How long had Mount Sinabung been dormant before 2010?

3. How many active volcanoes are there in Indonesia?

4. What is another name for the Pacific Ring of Fire?

5. Name the trench that is the deepest point on Earth.
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Parts of Shapes and Objects 

 

 

Faces 

A face is a flat or curved surface on a 3D shape. For example a cube has six faces, a 

cylinder has three and a sphere has just one. 

Edges 

An edge is where two faces meet. For example a cube has 12 edges, a cylinder has 

two and a sphere has none. 

Vertices (corners) 

A vertex is a corner where edges meet. The plural is vertices. For example a cube has 
eight vertices, a cone has one vertex and a sphere has none. 
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Parts of Shapes and Objects 
Question 1: Write the name and features of the 2D shapes and 3D objects 
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Parts of Shapes and Objects 

 

Question 2: Draw your own 3D objects and label the faces, edges and corners 



PrimaryConnections   
Earthquake explorers

Resource sheet 6

Plates on the move

Name: _____________________________________   Date:_______________

When the Earth formed billions of years ago, it was very, very hot. Slowly, it cooled and the outside of 
the Earth became hard and rocky while parts of the inside remained hot. This hard and rocky surface is 
broken into large sections and several smaller ones. These sections are called tectonic plates and 
they move! They move very, very slowly—about as fast as your finger nails grow. These plates move 
because of the hot, moving layer beneath them. 

The tectonic plates are thick in some areas and thin in other areas. The thick parts are called continents, 
which include different countries. The thin parts of the plates form the ocean floor. 

Plates can move in many different directions and at different speeds. Two plates that are next to each 
other can move in three different ways at the plate boundaries. 

Plates can move apart
Pressure that builds up in the middle of the Earth can push two plates and cause them to spread apart. 
This plate movement is called ‘divergent’. This usually happens under the ocean because the plate is 
thinner there.

Plates can push together
Pressure can cause two plates to push together. This plate movement is called ‘convergent’. 
Over a very long time, this pushing can create mountains. 

Plates can slide past each other
Plates can move past each other in opposite directions, or they can move in the same direction at 
different speeds. The plates are pushed together strongly so, as they move past each other, a lot of 
pressure builds up. An earthquake happens when this pressure is released. This plate movement is 
called ‘transform’.

Copyright © Australian Academy of Science, 2020.



Chapter 1 - Once 

Once I was living in an orphanage in the mountains and I shouldn’t have been and 

I almost caused a riot. 

It was because of the carrot. 

You know how when a nun serves you very hot soup from a big metal pot and 

she makes you lean in close so she doesn’t drip and the steam from the pot makes 

your glasses go all misty and you can’t wipe them because you’re holding your 

dinner bowl and the fog doesn’t clear even when you pray to God, Jesus, the Virgin 

Mary, the Pope and Adolf Hitler? 

That’s happening to me. 

Somehow I find my way towards my table. I use my ears for navigation. 

Dodie who always sits next to me is a loud slurper because of his crooked teeth. 

I hold my bowl above my head so other kids can’t pinch my soup while I’m fogged 

up and I use Dodie’s slurping noises to guide me in. 

I feel for the edge of the table and put my bowl down and wipe my glasses. 

That’s when I see the carrot. 

It’s floating in my soup, huge among the flecks of cabbage and the tiny blobs of 

pork fat and the few lonely lentils and the bits of grey plaster from the kitchen 

ceiling. 

A whole carrot. 

I can’t believe it. Three years and eight months I’ve been in this orphanage and 

I haven’t had a whole carrot in my dinner bowl once. Neither has anyone else. Even 

the nuns don’t get whole carrots, and they get bigger servings than us kids because 

they need the extra energy for being holy. 

We can’t grow vegetables up here in the mountains. Not even if we pray a lot. 

It’s because of the frosts. So if a whole carrot turns up in this place, first it gets 

admired, then it gets chopped into enough pieces so that sixty-two kids, eleven 

nuns and one priest can all have a bit. 

I stare at the carrot. 

At this moment I’m probably the only kid in Poland with a whole carrot in his 

dinner bowl. For a few seconds I think it’s a miracle. Except it can’t be because 

miracles only happened in ancient times and this is 1942. 

Then I realise what the carrot means and I have to sit down quick before my 

legs give way. 

I can’t believe it. 

At last. Thank you God, Jesus, Mary, the Pope and Adolf Hitler, I’ve waited so 

long for this. 

It’s a sign. 

This carrot is a sign from Mum and Dad. They’ve sent my favourite vegetable to 

let me know their problems are finally over. To let me know that after three long 



years and eight long months things are finally improving for Jewish booksellers. 

To let me know they’re coming to take me home. 

Yes. 

Dizzy with excitement, I stick my fingers into the soup and grab the carrot. 

Luckily the other kids are concentrating on their own dinners, spooning their 

soup up hungrily and peering into their bowls in case there’s a speck of meat there, 

or a speck of rat poo. 

I have to move fast. 

If the others see my carrot there’ll be a jealousy riot. 

This is an orphanage. Everyone here is meant to have dead parents. If the other 

kids find out mine aren’t dead, they’ll get really upset and the nuns here could be 

in trouble with the Catholic head office in Warsaw for breaking the rules. 

‘Felix Saint Stanislaus.’ 

I almost drop the carrot. It’s Mother Minka’s voice, booming at me from the 

high table. 

Everyone looks up. 

‘Don’t fiddle with your food, Felix,’ says Mother Minka. ‘If you’ve found an 

insect in your bowl, just eat it and be grateful.’ 

The other kids are all staring at me. Some are grinning. Others are frowning and 

wondering what’s going on. I try not to look like a kid who’s just slipped a carrot 

into his pocket. I’m so happy I don’t care that my fingers are stinging from the hot 

soup. 

Mum and Dad are coming at last. 

They must be down in the village. They must have sent the carrot up here with 

Father Ludwik to surprise me. 

When everyone has gone back to eating, I give Mother Minka a grateful smile. 

It was good of her to make a joke to draw attention away from my carrot. 

There were two reasons Mum and Dad chose this orphanage, because it was the 

closest and because of Mother Minka’s goodness. When they were bringing me 

here, they told me how in all the years Mother Minka was a customer of their 

bookshop, back before things got difficult for Jewish booksellers, she never once 

criticised a single book. 

Mother Minka doesn’t see my smile, she’s too busy glaring at the Saint 

Kazimierz table, so I give Sister Elwira a grateful smile too. Sister Elwira doesn’t 

notice either because she’s too busy serving the last few kids and being sympathetic 

to a girl who’s crying about the amount of ceiling plaster in her soup. 

They’re so kind, these nuns. I’ll miss them when Mum and Dad take me home 

and I stop being Catholic and go back to being Jewish. 

‘Don’t you want that?’ says a voice next to me. 

Dodie is staring at my bowl. His is empty. He’s sucking his teeth and I can see 

he’s hoping my soup is up for grabs. 



Over his shoulder, Marek and Telek are sneering. 

‘Grow up, Dodek,’ says Marek, but in his eyes there’s a flicker of hope that he 

might get some too. 

Part of me wants to give my soup to Dodie because his mum and dad died of 

sickness when he was three. But these are hard times and food is scarce and even 

when your tummy’s stuffed with joy you still have to force it down. 

I force it down. 

Dodie grins. He knew I’d want it. The idea that I wouldn’t is so crazy it makes 

us both chuckle. 

Then I stop. I’ll have to say goodbye to everyone here soon. That makes me feel 

sad. And when the other kids see Mum and Dad are alive, they’ll know I haven’t 

been truthful with them. That makes me feel even sadder. 

I tell myself not to be silly. It’s not like they’re my friends, not really. You can’t 

have friends when you’re leading a secret life. With friends you might get too 

relaxed and blurt stuff out and then they’ll know you’ve just been telling them a 

story. 

But Dodie feels like my friend. 

While I finish my soup I try to think of a good thing I can do for him. Something 

to show him I’m glad I know him. Something to make his life here a bit better after 

I’ve gone, after I’m back in my own home with my own books and my own mum 

and dad. 

  

I know exactly what I can do for Dodie. 

Now’s the moment. The bath selection has just started. 

Mother Minka is standing at the front, checking Jozef all over for dirt. He’s 

shivering. We’re all shivering. This bathroom is freezing, even now in summer. 

Probably because it’s so big and below ground level. In ancient times, when this 

convent was first built, this bathroom was probably used for ice-skating. 

Mother Minka flicks her tassel towards the dormitory. Jozef grabs his clothes 

and hurries away, relieved. 

‘Lucky pig,’ shivers Dodie. 

I step out of the queue and go up to Mother Minka. 

‘Excuse me, Mother,’ I say. 

She doesn’t seem to notice me. She’s peering hard at Borys, who’s got half the 

playing field under his fingernails and toenails. And a fair bit of it in his armpits. I 

can see Mother Minka is about to flick her tassel towards the bath. 

Oh no, I’m almost too late. 

Then Mother Minka turns to me. 

‘What is it?’ she says. 

‘Please, Mother,’ I say hurriedly. ‘Can Dodek be first in the bath?’ 



The boys behind me in the queue start muttering. I don’t glance back at Dodie. 

I know he’ll understand what I’m trying to do. 

‘Why?’ says Mother Minka. 

I step closer. This is between me and Mother Minka. 

‘You know how Dodek’s parents died of sickness,’ I say. ‘Well Dodek’s decided 

he wants to be a doctor and devote his life to wiping out sickness all over the world. 

The thing is, as a future doctor he’s got to get used to being really hygenic and 

washing himself in really hot and clean water.’ 

I hold my breath and hope Dodie didn’t hear me. He actually wants to be a pig-

slaughterer and I’m worried he might say something. 

Mother Minka looks at me. 

‘Get to the back of the queue,’ she says. 

‘He really needs to be first in the bath every week,’ I say. ‘As a doctor.’ 

‘Now,’ booms Mother Minka. 

I don’t argue. You don’t with Mother Minka. Nuns can have good hearts and 

still be violent. 

As I pass Dodie he gives me a grateful look. I give him an apologetic one. I know 

he wouldn’t mind about the doctor story. He likes my stories. Plus I think he’d be 

a good doctor. Once, after he pulled the legs off a fly, he managed to stick a couple 

back on. 

Ow, this stone floor is really cold on bare feet. 

That’s something Dodie could do in the future. Design bathroom heating 

systems. I bet by the year 2000 every bathroom in the world will be heated. Floors 

and everything. With robots to pick the twigs and grit out of the bathwater. 

Look at that, Borys is the first one in and the water’s brown already. I can 

imagine what it’ll be like when I finally get in. Cold, with more solid bits in it than 

our soup. 

I close my eyes and think about the baths Mum and Dad used to give me. In 

front of the fire with clean water and lots of warm wet cuddles and lots and lots of 

stories. 

I can’t wait to have a bath like that again. 

Hurry up, Mum and Dad. 
 



Introduction:  General statement about the topic.

WRITING ORGANIZER - Explanation

Explanation:  - Series of explanatory statements.

Conclusion: - Summary or comment
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Numeracy – Tuesday, 19th October - Measurement and Geometry - Shapes 
 

Nets of 3D objects 
 

The 'net' of a 3D object (also called a geometry net) is a term used to describe 
what a 3D object would look like if it was opened out and laid flat. Therefore, a 
net is what a 3D object would look like if it was unfolded. It is possible for a 3D 
object to have more than one possible net. For example, there are 11 possible 
nets of a cube. 

 

Question 1: Match the 3D object to its name and net. 
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Nets of 3D objects 

Question 1: continued: Match the 3D object to its name and net. 

 

Question 2: Use the image of the net on the right to answer the following 

questions.
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Nets of 3D objects 

Colour or decorate, then use scissors and glue to 

cut out and glue together the nets and build the 

various 3D objects on the following pages. 
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KIDSNEWS
Iceland’s volcanic field waking up from 800 years of rest

April 20, 2020 6:45PM Kids News

Reading level: Orange

Scientists have warned that a volcanic region of Iceland is waking up, with more than 8000 earthquakes recorded
since January 21.

The Reykjanes peninsula, southwest of Iceland’s capital, Reykjavik, where the earthquakes have occurred, has also
had 10cm of land uplift, as the ground gets pushed up from below by magma*.

Reykjanes’ last active period began in the 900s (the 10th century) and lasted for about 300 years.

Volcanologist* Dave McGarvie has been studying volcanic activity in the area.

“It seems that after being relatively inactive for many centuries, this region is waking up,” McGarvie, of Lancaster
University, UK, told The Guardian.

The most recent volcanic eruption on land in this area was about 800 years ago, with more recent eruptions in the
nearby sea.

Iceland’s international airport is 15km from the volcanic area. There is a fishing town called Grindavik on the
peninsula with a population of 3300. Tourists visit the area to see lava fields, aurora borealis — also called the
Northern Lights — go out in boats whale watching and visit a famous geothermal* pool called The Blue Lagoon.

Geologists believe there are five volcanic fields under this part of the Earth and they seem to become active
roughly every 1000 years.

Iceland has many volcanoes that become active for a few years and then become quiet again, but the Reykjanes
peninsula is different because of the length of active periods — perhaps 300 years of activity each time — and the
type of volcanic activity.

Rather than a big volcano erupting, exploding and blowing clouds of ash high into the air, during an active period
on the Reykjanes peninsula, typically cracks several kilometres long appear in the Earth and spout fountains of lava
(without explosions or ash up into the sky) for weeks or months at a time.

SCIENCE
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When these kind of eruptions, which scientists call “fires” happened in the 1200s, they covered about 50 sqkm with
lava.

Though Icelanders are used to volcanic activity, they will keep a close eye on what’s happening on the Reykjanes
peninsula and which way wind carrying ash is blowing because flights to and from the island country could be
impacted, roads could be damaged and people need to keep themselves and farm animals safe.

“People on the Reykjanes peninsula, and their descendants for several generations, may have to be on their guard
and ready to evacuate every so often,” McGarvie said.

ICELAND 
Iceland is an island country with a land area of 130,000 sqkm. In comparison, Victoria is 227,444 sqkm and
Tasmania is 68,401 sqkm.

The population is 355,000.

It has a milder climate than the name suggests and only about 10 per cent of the land is covered in ice. Polar bears
sometimes visit, floating from Greenland on icebergs.

Though many people can speak English, Icelandic is the official language.

GLOSSARY

magma: molten or semi-molten rock from beneath the surface of the Earth

volcanologist: scientist who studies volcanoes

geothermal: heat from the Earth

EXTRA READING

What is at the centre of the Earth?( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/explainers/kids-news-explainer-what-is-at-the-
centre-of-the-earth/news-story/1c464e0705c60b227c7feee1184e39a3 )

Two big volcanoes are erupting( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/science/two-of-the-worlds-most-active-volcanoes-
are-erupting-as-another-goes-quiet/news-story/324555b698868a1e3bc5ce4cf3df9a53 )

Volcanic eruptions spew ash into stratosphere( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/science/volcanic-eruptions-spew-
clouds-of-ash-smoke-rocks-and-glass-up-into-the-stratosphere/news-story/307685f9593dc742cf9e01e2665ce854 )

Huge volcanic island floating towards Australia( https://www.kidsnews.com.au/science/massive-rocky-island-
spewed-from-an-undersea-volcano-is-floating-towards-australia/news-story/18b86113cb0e79184b004e1aac089dd2
)

QUICK QUIZ

1. What is the name of Iceland’s capital city?

2. Why do tourists go to this area?

3. About how often do the volcanic fields become active in this area?

4. Describe what an eruption could look like in this area.

5. How many people live on Iceland?

https://www.kidsnews.com.au/explainers/kids-news-explainer-what-is-at-the-centre-of-the-earth/news-story/1c464e0705c60b227c7feee1184e39a3
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Explanation Writing Checklist
Structure

• My explanation begins with an introduction that provides a brief overview 
of the object, event or process.

• My explanation contains a series of paragraphs that explain how and why 
a particular thing works, or how and why a particular event occurs. These 
paragraphs progress in a logical sequence to reinforce cause and effect.

• My explanation ends with a conclusion that provides a brief summary of 
the text.

Language and Features

• I have used a formal tone when writing.

• I have used precise language.

• I have used a variety of present tense verbs.

• I have used technical vocabulary that is specific to the topic being 
explained.

• I have used adjectives and adverbs to enhance descriptions.

• I have used time connectives to sequence processes.

• I have used statements that demonstrate cause and effect.

• I have used a variety of sentence structures.

• I have included a diagram or flow chart as a visual representation of the 
process.

WRITING

Explanation Writing – Checklist

Name: Date:



Earthquake information: 
24–29 June 2017

Earthquake explorers

Resource sheet 12

Name: ______________________________________   Date:_______________

Earthquake  
magnitude 

(Richter scale)
Australia

2.5 Australia (SA)

3.2 Australia (SA)

2.9 Australia (WA)

1.5 Australia (NSW)

2 Australia (NSW)

1.9 Australia (NSW)

1.5 Australia (NSW)

1.6 Australia (NSW)

2.7 Australia (NSW)

1.8 Australia (WA)

Earthquake  
magnitude 

(Richter scale)
Neighbouring 

countries

5.4 Papua New Guinea

5.1 Philippines

5.8 New Zealand

6.4 New Zealand

5.1 Molucca Sea

4.9 Indonesia

5.2 Fiji Islands

5 Timor Region

5.9 Fiji Islands

4.5 Indonesia

Source: www.ga.gov.au/earthquakes

Copyright © Australian Academy of Science, 2020.



Chapter 1 - Then 

Then we ran for our lives, me and Zelda, up a hillside as fast as we could. 

Which wasn’t very fast. 

Not even with me holding Zelda’s hand and helping her up the slope. 

You know how when you and two friends jump off a train that’s going to a Nazi 

death camp and you nearly knock yourself unconscious but you manage not to and 

your glasses don’t even get broken but your friend Chaya isn’t so lucky and she gets 

killed so you bury her under some ferns and wild flowers which takes a lot of 

strength and you haven’t got much energy left for running and climbing? 

That’s how it is now for me and Zelda. 

‘My legs hurt,’ says Zelda. 

Poor thing. She’s only six. Her legs aren’t very big. And she’s wearing bedtime 

slippers which aren’t very good for scrambling up a steep hill covered with prickly 

grass. 

But we can’t slow down. 

We have to get away before another Nazi train comes along with machine guns 

on the roof. 

I glance over my shoulder. 

At the bottom of the hill, the railway track is gleaming in the sun like the shiny 

bits on a Nazi officer’s uniform. 

I peer up the slope. 

At the top is a thick forest. When we get up there we’ll be safe. We’ll be hidden. 

The next Nazi train won’t be able to see us as long as Zelda doesn’t yell rude things 

at them. 

If we can get up there. 

‘Come on,’ I say to Zelda. ‘Keep going. We mustn’t stop.’ 

‘I’m not stopping,’ says Zelda indignantly. ‘Don’t you know anything?’ 

I know why Zelda’s cross. She thinks I’m lucky. 

I am. I’m ten. I’ve got strong legs and strong boots. But I wish my legs were 

stronger. If I was twelve I could carry Zelda on my back. 

‘Ow,’ she says, slipping and bashing her knee. 

Gently I pull her up. 

‘Are you OK?’ I say. 

‘No,’ she says as we hurry on. ‘This hill is an idiot.’ 

I smile, but not for long. 

Suddenly I hear the worst sound in the world. The rumble of another train in 

the distance, getting closer. 

I peer up the slope again. 



The forest is too far. We won’t get there in time. If the Nazis see us on this 

hillside we’ll be easy targets. My shirt’s got rips in it that are flapping all over the 

place. Zelda’s dress is lots of colours but not camouflage ones. 

The train is getting very close. 

‘Lie flat,’ I say, pulling Zelda down onto the grass. 

‘You said we mustn’t stop,’ she says. 

‘I know,’ I say. ‘But now we mustn’t move.’ 

‘I’m not moving,’ says Zelda. ‘See?’ 

We’re lying on our tummies, completely still except for a bit of panting. Zelda is 

clinging on to me. Her face is hot against my cheek. Her hands are gripping my 

arm. I can see that one of her fingernails is bleeding from pulling up ferns for 

Chaya. 

The noise of the train is very loud now. Any second it’ll be coming round the 

bend below us. I wish we had ferns to hide under. Near us is a rabbit hole. I wish 

me and Zelda were rabbits. We could crouch deep in the hillside and eat carrots. 

But we’re not, we’re humans. 

The Nazi train screeches round the bend. 

Zelda grips me even tighter. 

‘Felix,’ she says. ‘If we get shot, I hope we get shot together.’ 

I feel the same. I squeeze her hand. Not too tight because of her fingernail. 

I wish we were living in ancient times when machine guns were really primitive. 

When you’d be lucky to hit a mountain with one even up close. Instead of in 1942 

when machine guns are so supermodern they can smash about a thousand bullets 

into an escaping kid even from the top of a speeding train. 

Below us the Nazi train is clattering like a thousand machine guns. 

I put my arm round Zelda and pray to Richmal Crompton to keep us safe. 

‘Zelda isn’t Jewish,’ I tell Richmal Crompton silently. ‘But she still needs 

protection because Nazis sometimes kill Catholic kids too. Specially Catholic kids 

who are a bit headstrong and cheeky.’ 

Richmal Crompton isn’t holy or anything, but she’s a really good storywriter 

and in her books she keeps William and Violet Elizabeth and the other children 

safe even when they’re being extremely headstrong and cheeky. 

My prayer works. 

No bullets smash into our bodies. 

‘Thank you,’ I say silently to Richmal Crompton. 

Down the hill I see the train disappearing round the next bend. I can tell it’s 

another death camp train full of Jewish people. It’s got the same carriages our train 

had, the ones that look like big wooden boxes nailed shut. 

On the roof of the last carriage there’s a machine gun, but the two Nazi soldiers 

sitting behind it are busy eating. 

‘Come on,’ I say to Zelda as soon as the train is out of sight. 



We get to our feet. At the top of the hill the forest waits for us, cool and dark and 

safe. 

I don’t know how long till the next train, so we have to move fast. We might not 

be so lucky with the next one. The Nazi machine gun soldiers might not be having 

an early dinner. 

I grab Zelda’s hand and we start scrambling up the slope again. 

Zelda trips on a rabbit hole and almost falls. I save her but accidentally almost 

yank her arm out of its socket. 

‘Sorry,’ I say. 

‘It’s not your fault,’ says Zelda. ‘It’s the rabbits’ fault. Don’t you know anything?’ 

She lets go of my hand and holds her shoulder and her dark eyes fill with tears. 

I put my arms round her. 

I know her shoulder isn’t the only reason she’s crying. It’s also because of what’s 

happened to our parents and our friends. And because the most powerful army in 

the history of the world is trying to kill us. 

If I start thinking about all this I’ll end up crying myself. 

Which is not good. People who are crying can’t climb hillsides very fast. I’ve 

seen it happen. 

I try to think of a way to cheer us both up. 

‘In the next valley there might be a house,’ I say. ‘With a really kind cook. Who’s 

made too much dinner and who’s looking for people to help eat the extra platefuls 

of delicious stew.’ 

‘Not stew,’ says Zelda. ‘Sausages.’ 

‘OK,’ I say. ‘And boiled eggs.’ 

‘And marmalade,’ says Zelda. ‘On bread fingers.’ 

It’s working. Zelda has stopped crying. Now she’s pulling me up the hill. 

‘And bananas,’ I say. 

‘What’s bananas?’ says Zelda. 

While we climb I tell her about all the exotic fruit I’ve read about in stories. 

That’s another way I’m lucky. I grew up in a bookshop. Zelda didn’t, but she’s still 

got a really good imagination. By the time we get to the top of the hill, she’s fairly 

certain the cook has got mangoes and oranges for us as well. 

We plunge into the forest and hurry through the thick undergrowth. It feels 

really good to be in here with the ferns and bushes and trees sheltering us. Specially 

when I suddenly hear a scary sound in the distance. 

Machine guns. 

We stop and listen. 

‘Must be another train,’ I say. 

We look at each other. The machine guns go on and on, not close but still 

terrifying. 



I don’t say anything about train people trying to escape, in case they’re getting 

shot dead. There’s only so much getting shot dead a little kid like Zelda can take. 

‘Do you want to rest?’ I say to her. 

What I actually mean is does she want to hide, but I don’t say that either because 

I don’t want her to feel even more scared. 

‘No,’ says Zelda, pushing ahead. ‘I want my dinner.’ 

I know how she feels. Better to get further away from the railway line. Plus it’s 

almost evening and we haven’t eaten all day. 

I follow her. 

At last the distant shooting stops. 

‘The house is this way,’ says Zelda, scrambling through a tangle of creepers. 

That’s the good thing with stories. There’s always a chance they can come true. 

Poland is a big country. It’s got a lot of Nazis in it, but it’s also got a lot of forests. 

And a lot of houses. And quite a few sausages. 

‘Has the cook got chocolate?’ says Zelda after a while. 

‘Maybe,’ I say. ‘If we think about it really hard.’ 

Zelda screws up her forehead as we hurry on. 

By the time we get to the other side of the forest, I’m pretty sure the cook has 

got chocolate, a big bar of it. 

We pause at the edge of the trees and squint down into the next valley. My 

glasses are smudged. I take them off and polish them on my shirt. 

Zelda gives a terrified squeak, and grabs me and points. 

I put my glasses back on and peer down at what she’s seen. 

Zelda isn’t pointing at a distant house belonging to a kind cook, because there 

aren’t any houses. She’s pointing at something much closer. 

A big hole in the hillside. A sort of pit, with piles of freshly dug earth next to it. 

Lying in the hole, tangled up together, are children. Lots of them. All different ages. 

Some older than me, some even younger than Zelda. 

‘What are those children doing?’ says Zelda in a worried voice. 

‘I don’t know,’ I say. 

I’m feeling worried too. 

They look like Jewish children. I can tell because they’re all wearing white 

armbands with a blue blob that I’m pretty sure is a Jewish star. 

Trembling, I give my glasses another clean. 

‘This wasn’t in your story,’ whispers Zelda. 

She’s right, it wasn’t. 

The children aren’t moving. 

They’re dead. 

That’s the bad thing with stories. Sometimes they don’t come true and 

sometimes what happens instead is even worse than you can imagine. 

I try to stop Zelda seeing the blood. 



Too late. 

She’s staring, mouth open, eyes wide. 

I go to put my hand over her mouth in case she makes a noise and the killers 

are still around. 

Too late. 

She starts sobbing loudly. 

Directly below us on the hillside, several Nazi soldiers jump to their feet in the 

long grass. They glare up the hill towards us. They throw away their cigarettes and 

shout at us. 

I know I should get Zelda back into the undergrowth, out of sight, but I can’t 

move. 

My legs are in shock. 

The Nazi soldiers pick up their machine guns. 
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Isometric Drawings of 3D Objects 
 

Isometric Dot paper is a special type of grid paper that has a series of dots that 

are offset to create an angled pattern. This can help you to draw 3D object 

easier. You job today is to use the Isometric dot paper provided to draw various 

3D objects. 

You must attempt draw the following 3D objects: 

Cube 

Rectangular Prism 

Triangular Prism 

Rectangular Based Pyramid 

Triangular Based Pyramid 

Cylinder 

Hexagonal Prism  

Other 3D objects of your own choice 

 

Examples of isometric drawings below: 
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Seismology facts for kids 
Kids Encyclopedia Facts 

 
Animation of 2004 Indonesia Tsunami 

Seismology is the study of what is under the surface of the Earth by measuring vibrations on 

the Earth's surface. A person who does this is called a seismologist. 

It is part of the science of geophysics, which studies the physics of the processes that formed 

the Earth and other planets. 

Seismology is done by seismologists and geophysicists using devices to pick up the 

vibrations called geophones, hydrophones or seismometers. 

Seismology can either be passive, just listening to vibrations caused by earthquakes and 

volcanic activity, or active, using small explosive charges to send vibrations into the ground. 

Seismic detectors come in two types, one which measures up and down vibrations, and one 

which measures side to side vibrations. Both types use and arrangement of a magnet and a 

coil of wire which will convert the vibrations into an electrical signal which can be stored in a 

computer for analysis. 

Seismologists can find the location of earthquakes by plotting received vibrations on a map. 

They can also pick up underground nuclear tests, and this is what many of the seismic 

recording stations were set up for. 

They can also examine the crust in a seismic survey to try and find information about layers 

of rock, locate oil or gas fields and to get information about the internal structure of volcanos. 
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2004 Indian Ocean 
earthquake and tsunami 
facts for kids 
Kids Encyclopedia Facts 

Quick facts for kids 

South-west suburb of Banda Aceh, Sumatra. Taken on 2 

January 2005 by US Navy 

Magnitude 9.1–9.3 Mw 

Depth 30 km (19 mi) 

Epicenter 3°18′58″N 95°51′14″E / 3.316°N 

95.854°E 

Type Megathrust  

Areas 

affected 

Indian Ocean coastline areas 

Max. 

intensity 

IX (Violent)  

Tsunami  15 to 30 m (50 to 100 ft); 

 max. 51 m (167 ft) 

Casualties 227,898 dead 

 
The path of the tsunami, or the wave caused by an earthquake 

The 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, also called the Sumatra-Andaman 

earthquake, was a great underwater earthquake. It happened at 00:58:53 UTC (07:58:53 

local time) December 26, 2004. 

The epicenter of the earthquake was off the west coast of Sumatra, Indonesia. At first, the 

earthquake was measured as a 9.0 on the Richter scale. Later, scientists said it was as high as 
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a 9.3. In modern times, only the Great Chilean Earthquake of 1960 has been more powerful. 

The Indian Ocean earthquake was the longest ever recorded. It lasted between 500 (8.3 

minutes) and 600 (10 minutes) seconds. It was so powerful that it caused the 

entire Earth to vibrate. It started other earthquakes as far away as Alaska. 

The Asian tsunami 
The large movement of earth under the water caused a very large and powerful tsunami. The 

tsunami was called the Asian tsunami, or the Boxing Day 

tsunami in Australia, Canada, England, and South Africa because it happened on Boxing 

Day. It spread all over the Indian Ocean. The tsunami caused heavy damage to countries such 

as Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. It also devastated the eastern coast of India, 

such as the states of Tamil Nadu, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. 
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Waves as high as 30m (100ft) killed many people and damaged or destroyed a lot 

of buildings and other property. 

Over 227,898 people died or were not found after the tsunami. The wave did damage in East 

Africa as far away as South Africa (8000km/ 5000mi) where as many as 8 people died 

because of high water caused by the wave. Because of how much damage was caused and the 

number of people the earthquake affected, over $7 billion (USD) was donated to help rebuild 

the areas damaged. 
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